1912]                    Further Neil's from Vienna

particularly for Austria. This tension can't go on for ever
and the great change which will alter the map must come
one day.'*

Berlin, igth December, 1912.

It seems to me nothing is being settled in London, for every-
one is sticking to his own point of view and a renewal of
the war is to be feared rather than peace which would be
more desirable. I can understand the Turks but not the
way the Greeks are going on. They say since recent events
Ferdinand has become unrecognisable. His hair and his
beard are white and he has grown quite stout. It is probable
in spite of all his glory cares have not been lacking and that
he realised too late Constantinople is impregnable and his
dream unrealisable which is a blow to his ambition.

In Austria they are not calming down. Meanwhile their
mobilisation has been achieved and has given them infinite
trouble, because not wanting their Slav troops to face their
fellow countrymen they were obliged to undertake incredible
changes so that their front line should consist of such German
troops as they possess.

Berlin, 22nd December, 1912.

I have had quite an interesting letter from my daughter
Helen who is in Vienna. "I found opinion rather less anxious
but of course not yet reassured about the future. The
Austrians won't agree their policy is solely to blame for all
that is happening in Europe.

"It seems they fomented the panic in Galicia to gamble
for a fall. It's nice ! In general one has the impression this
is a nation which is disappearing and that the days of the
Empire are numbered. In Parliament at a moment when
foreign affairs are going through such a grave crisis there are
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